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So the invitation has come. Maybe you saw it coming. 

Maybe it's a surprise! But you're invited. In this time of greater civil and religious 

public recognition of LGBT relationships, most of us will be invited to such an event 

sooner or later. Here's a quick and easy guide to help you make the most of the 

experience and be a great guest. 

 

I'm super excited for the couple and to be 
part of their big day. 
 

SEND BACK YOUR REPLY.  

They'll be happy you're coming. Otherwise, they wouldn't have invited you.  

 

WHAT SHOULD I CALL THIS EVENT?  

Check the invitation. Use the term being used by the couple themselves: Wedding, 

Civil Union Blessing, Holy Covenant, Celebration, Blessing Ceremony…  

 

ARE THEY REGISTERED?  

Maybe. Many retailers are welcoming LGBT couples in their registries. Check your 

invitation. Don't get them a figurine of dolphins kissing. Nobody wants that. 

 

WHERE CAN I FIND A CARD?  

Most national retailers are now carrying cards appropriate to an LGBT ceremony. If 

your store doesn't, they can be ordered online with a simple search. And if you're 

really into being supportive, ask your local retailer to start carrying them! 

Depending on where you live, this might cause people to look at you funny. Go 

with it. 

 



WHAT IF I'M EXCITED, BUT OTHER MEMBERS OF OUR SHARED FAMILY OR 

COMMUNITY ARE NOT?  

Be patient, but clear. An event like this can be an opening to conversation about 

the inclusion of LGBT people in church life and about civil rights. Calmly and 

lovingly state why you are supportive. Listen to the responses. Remember that a 

single conversation rarely changes a mind or heart, and be open to continued 

dialogue. 

 

AT THE CEREMONY, WHAT IF IT SEEMS TO ME SOME PEOPLE ARE MISSING…  

It's a fact that many LGBT couples will have family members who choose not to 

attend. They are aware that these people are not present, and it may have been 

the source of some pretty hard conversations and be an emotional subject. At the 

ceremony or reception is not the time to bring this up. No one's really that excited 

to be asked, "Where's your dad?!" or hear "I can't believe your Grandma didn't 

come!" Celebrate with those present, and perhaps inquire at a later time about 

those absent. 

 

WHAT SHOULD I CALL THE COUPLE INVOLVED?  

Husbands, wives, partners, spouses… LGBT folks will, like everyone else, have 

preferences about what they would like to be called and how they refer to one 

another. When in doubt, ask. Asking what people prefer is never offensive. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I want to attend, but I have some 
reservations (and not just for the hotel). 
 

WHAT IF I (OR MY CHURCH) DON'T APPROVE OF BLESSING LGBT RELATIONSHIPS?  

The couple probably knows this about your situation, accepts you, loves you and 

wants you to attend anyway. Remember that, regardless of your convictions, the 

couple has risked rejection just by sending out invitations. Be thoughtful about 

their feelings. 

 

WILL THERE BE KISSING?  

Let's hope so. Most people share a kiss as the conclusion to their ceremony. If this 

kind of affection is new or uncomfortable for you, that's OK. Additionally, many 

LGBT people will have LGBT friends in attendance. They, too, will dance and 

celebrate and share moments of affection. Mentally prepare yourself for the 

moment. You'll be fine. 

 

WHAT IF I WANT TO ATTEND, BUT MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY WOULDN'T 

APPROVE?  

As adults, we all have to make choices. Follow your heart and weigh your 

convictions. Your family didn't want you to get that tattoo, either. The couple will 

very much appreciate your presence.  

 

IS THIS "REAL" IF THE COUPLE DOESN'T HAVE ACCESS TO A CIVIL UNION OR 

MARRIAGE LICENSE IN THER STATE? 

Is it legally binding? That varies. Is it religiously recognized? That depends on the 

faith tradition of the couple in question. Is it real? Of course it's real. You've been 

invited to it. Most people don't have to refer to their certificate from the state to 

know if their relationship is real. The same is true for the couple in question. 

 

 

 
 
 



I don't know if I can be supportive. Or 
comfortable. What should I do? 
 

REMEMBER, IT'S AN INVITATION TO AN EVENT, NOT A DEBATE.  

You've been invited to one of the most important events in the life of any couple. 

If your conscience prevents you from being supportive, politely decline. If the 

couple wishes to know why, they will ask you.  

 

WHAT IF I CARE ABOUT THE COUPLE, BUT DON'T AGREE WITH THEIR DECISION TO 

HAVE THEIR RELATIONSHIP BLESSED?  

There is a reason we no longer ask if anyone has any objections and would like to 

speak. You are certainly free to decline but send along a gift or show of personal 

support. You might choose to attend anyway, remembering that the ceremony 

and reception are not a fair place to register any concerns or objections you might 

have. This is somebody's big day, not an afternoon talk show. Seek out the counsel 

of people you trust, and not only people who would agree with your point of view. 

Listen. This may be on opportunity to be present in support and consider other 

points of view. 

 

I'VE NEVER BEEN TO ONE OF THESE THINGS BEFORE… 

Fear not. It's going to look a lot like what you've come to expect. Promises will be 

made. Signs of a new bond will be present. Blessings will be invoked. Embarrassing 

toasts will be made. You might be surprised at how similar it is to other such 

events you've attended. 

 

WILL EVERYONE THERE BE LGBT?  

Probably not. Maybe. Relax. No one will ask for ID. 

 

SHOULD WE BRING OUR KIDS?  

The couple invited you knowing you have kids. Check the invitation to see if this 

particular event includes the whole family. If so, talking with your children ahead 

of time about it will be helpful, especially if they don't know the couple or other 

LGBT couples very well. Like you, this may be new to them. In general, kids are 

adaptable. And will be looking forward to cake and changing into more 

comfortable shoes as much as everyone else. 


